
Roskilde Fes�vals is the largest music and arts fes�val in Northern Europe, gathering 100,000
guests and 30,000 volunteers from the Nordics, Europe and worldwide. It’s also one of the
oldest, da�ng back to 1971. At the end of each June, fes�val-goers gather south of Roskilde, 35
km from Copenhagen. Roskilde Fes�val presents a diverse and progressive music and, arts &
ac�vism programme with more than 180 acts.
It is an independent, non-profit fes�val
organised by The Roskilde Fes�val Charity
Society, and all of its profits are donated to
ini�a�ves benefi�ng children and
youth or suppor�ng humanitarian
or cultural projects.
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CASE: CIRCULAR LAB

Together with the Tuborg Founda�on, Roskilde Fes�val has created The Circular Lab providing
at least 200 young entrepreneurs with the opportunity to lead the way and develop ambi�ous
circular solu�ons for the future. Circular solu�ons are, for instance, about designing long-las�ng
products or developing new models for the rights of use of a product. The central pla�orm of
the laboratory will be Roskilde Fes�val.
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TESTING CIRCULAR SOLUTIONS IN A TEMPORARY FESTIVAL CITY

The Circular Lab allows young entrepreneurs to test and develop innova�ve green solu�ons at
Roskilde Fes�val. The aim is to increase the influence of young people on a more sustainable
future and the climate behaviour of ci�zens in general. With 130,000 residents, Roskilde Fes�val
is comparable to a larger city. At the same �me, the temporariness makes the fes�val
community a unique pla�orm to test new sustainable solu�ons with the poten�al to change the
behaviour in society.

Kris�ne Barenholdt Bruun, head of the Circular Lab, emphasises the importance of tes�ng in
collabora�on with the fes�val:

“You must take advantage of the synergy effects. If for example, there are some start-ups
tes�ng food solu�ons, they should test them in the food stalls at the fes�val, and if some start-
ups are tes�ng new circular construc�on, the fes�val should take it in and make sure that it
becomes part of the way it works with construc�on.”

‒ Kris�ne Barenholdt Bruun, head of The Circular Lab, Roskilde Fes�val

roskilde-fesival.dk/circular-lab
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FACILITATING CHANGE BY SUPPORTING YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

In the project, entrepreneurs gain systema�c access to knowledge, professional networks, other
companies, and poten�al investors who can take their solu�ons forward and create a solid
business founda�on. The ambi�on is to help green entrepreneurs of the future on their way by
crea�ng a framework where they can challenge and test their concrete solu�ons in a flexible
and giant laboratory filled with people and possibili�es. At the same �me, the laboratory’s
solu�ons should raise awareness of green behaviour among fes�val par�cipants and contribute
to a significant reduc�on in fes�val waste.

Kris�ne Barenholdt Bruun elaborates on the posi�ve outcomes for the start-ups taking part in
Circular Lab:

“One of the things the start-ups wework with highlight as a posi�ve outcome is that they get
to know each other. They may have been completely alone when star�ng their business and
being a part of this network with other entrepreneurs means a lot. Several of the companies
have even started to make joint products, some are considering merging, and cross-cu�ng
partnerships are being formed.”

‒ Kris�ne Barenholdt Bruun, head of The Circular Lab, Roskilde Fes�val

Name: Roskilde Fes�val

City & country: Roskilde, Denmark

Capacity: 130,000

Site: Roskilde Dyrskueplads

Camping: Yes

Number of days: 8

Established in: 1971

This project has been funded with support from the European
Commission. The author is solely responsible for this publica�on
(communica�on), and the Commission accepts no responsibility for
any use may be made of the informa�on contained therein.
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